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From the Editor’s Desk
Dear Parents,

It’s time for our annual Holiday Gift Guide! 

Working on this issue always makes me think about some of my childhood memories from the Holidays. 
I’ll always remember opening a Super Nintendo with my brother. I’ll always smile when I think about how 
my kids reacted when they came downstairs to see a PS4 set up for them to play. 

That's why I'm particularly excited to share this year's Holiday Gift Guide with you. I know that some of 
these ideas will find their way into your homes and under your trees to make lasting memories for your 
families. 

We've carefully curated a selection of both digital and tabletop games that do more than just entertain—
they  can help you connect with your kids. From video game adventures that parents and kids can tackle 
to strategy board games that level the playing field between generations, every recommendation has 
been chosen with family bonding in mind.

In this issue, you'll find all sorts of great options for gift ideas. But, we also include our usual slate of video 
game and board game reviews, as well as an update on the upcoming Switch console successor. 

Remember, the greatest gift we can give our children isn't just the games themselves, but the time we 
spend playing them together. Whether you're a seasoned gamer or just starting to explore this world with 
your kids, I hope this guide helps you discover new ways to connect through play this holiday season.

Happy Holidays and Don’t Forget To Get Your Family Game On!

Stephen Duetzmann, Founder, Editor in Chief
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Video Games

Playstation
Modern gaming has three major options: a 
PC, Xbox or PS5. The PS5 is a worthy invest-
ment with more storage, faster performance, 
and better visuals than it's predecessors and 
it's competition. This is a great console for 
those looking to upgrade from older systems, 
especially for PS4 owners, those without an 
extensive library with another console, and 
those willing to invest in a hefty price. PlaySta-
tion offers several tempting tier options offering 
old games as well as earlier access to modern 
games. It is the best PlayStation thus far and an 
excellent family console.

Astro Bot
I talk about this in our review section as well, 
but Astro Bot is an amazing game. It may be 
a single-player experience, but parents can play 
along with their children and explain all the 
references from throughout PlayStation history. 
PlayStation finally has a mascot platformer that 
can rival some of the best games from Nintendo. 

EA Sports College Football 25
This is the first college football game to come out 
in over a decade since NCAA Football 13. It is a 
great game for this holiday, especially when foot-
ball season is over and you are dying to get back 
to the gridiron. This game has all 134 FBS teams 
and their respective stadiums, so more than likely 
you will find the college you support. 

Final Fantasy VII Rebirth
FF7 Rebirth is the second game in the Final 
Fantasy Remake Trilogy and is probably better for 
the older members of the family. It really earns 
its T rating from the ESRB. This is one of the most 
beautiful games we’ve seen on the PlayStation 5. 
We loved our time with the game and are waiting 
eagerly for the third game. This is a must own for 
Final Fantasy fans. 

2024 Holiday Gift Guide

Continues

It’s Holiday Gift Guide time!

The EFG Staff has scoured this year's video game and board game releases to help 
make some great recomendations for your family! We had a lot of fun making these sugges-
tions. Nintendo had a great year. PlayStation released a very, very good mascot platformer in Astrobot. 
And the board game space has been as vibrant as ever!
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Cat Quest III
This is the purrfect game for the cat lover in your 
family.  If you enjoyed that pun, then you defi-
nitely need to get this game because there are 
tons of them throughout.  If you have a PlaySta-
tion Plus Extra or Premium at the time this mag-
azine was written, you can also play Cat Quest 1 
and Cat Quest 2. 

Spider-Man 2
Spider-Man 2 may have come out last year, but 
we still consider it to be a perfect holiday addi-
tion for your PlayStation 5 owner. This is a direct 
sequel, so you may want to get the original Spi-
der-Man and Spider-Man Miles Morales before 
you pick this game up. 

Xbox 
One of the best parts of the Xbox ecosystem 
is Xbox Game Pass. It is an incredible value for 
anyone who owns an Xbox. If you need a gift for 
an Xbox gamer and don’t really know what else 
to give them, then you can reliably fall back on 
an Xbox Game Pass gift card. The subscriptions 
stack so your gift will automatically tack onto 
their existing subscription!

Metaphor: ReFantazio
Atlus has been making 
RPGs for years. The Shin 
Megami Tensei and Persona series are 
marvelous, but they are definitely not made for 
the light of heart. Metaphor, however, earned a 
T rating from the ESRB by cutting out a lot of the 
violence, language, and other questionable con-
tent from its other franchises. Instead, we have 
a beautifully animated story exploring freedom 
and what it means to different people.

Balatro
Do you like poker? Do you like roguelikes? Do 
you like poker roguelikes? If you answered yes to 
all three of these questions (let's be honest, you 
probably didn’t know what to say to the last one) 
then this is the game for you! Balatro is a poker 
roguelike that you don’t even need to be good at 
poker to play. It will help you through the basic 
fundamentals of the game. If you have Apple 
Arcade you can also play this on your IOS device 
with the subscription. 

Prince of Persia: The Lost Crown
Prince of Persia is a game franchise that dates 
back to the Apple II. It is generally well loved, but 
it hasn’t found real success since the PS2. The 
Lost Crown is a beautifully animated Metroid-
vania game that also includes some pretty slick 
combat options. Anyone looking for a cool action 
game to sink their teeth into should give this one 
a look. 

Continued

Continues
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Star Wars Outlaws
Who doesn’t love Star Wars? Outlaws is an open-
world action game that takes place between Em-
pire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi. You play 
as a smuggler named Kay Vess as she gathers a 
group of scoundrels to set up and pull off a major 
heist. It’s full of excitement and adventure as you 
travel from planet to planet infiltrating bases and 
completing missions for various cartel leaders. 
Ubisoft games are known for being on sale often, 
so this is a game that should be easy to find at 
less than full price. 

Nintendo
While there are questions about whether or not 
a Nintendo Switch investment is the right move 
(we talk about that in this very magazine), access 
to Nintendo's extensive library alone is a valid 
reason to buy this incredible little powerhouse. 
A handheld game console, this device can also 
be easily plugged into your television and trans-
form into a large-screen experience. The Switch 
2 (which currently does not have a release date) 
will not change the amount of fun and accessi-
bility this tiny console provides. Even if owning 
the newest technology is important to you, you 
will have more than enough time to enjoy all that 
this mighty competitor provides.

The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom
Finally Zelda stars in her own game and it's a 
great one, especially if you have a daughter that 
wants to play a game with a female protagonist. 
It may be single player, but you can also play 
along with your kids and give each other ideas 
on how to beat the many different puzzles the 
game throws at you. If you want more informa-
tion about this game, there is a full length review 
elsewhere in this magazine. 

Mario and Luigi: Brothership
This is a game that someone new to the RPG 
genre can pick up and play and not have any 
problems with the mechanics. The series does a 
great job of making RPGs accessible to all ages, 
as long as they can read. 

Super Mario Party Jamboree
This game is the perfect multiplayer game for the 
whole family. It adds five brand new boards and 
two boards from previous games in the franchise. 
You can also add on handicaps for the younger 
players in your group so that they are not always 
at the back of the pack. If you don’t have time for 
a full Mario Party playthrough, you can also save 
in the middle of the game or just have some fun 
playing minigames. 

Continued

Continues
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Princess Peach Showtime
This is another game with a strong female pro-
tagonist. Princess Peach explores different stage 
productions throughout the story and each 
one plays differently. This means you get to play 
multiple different kinds of game during your 
playthrough. Your kids will definitely have fun 
putting Peach in different outfits and decorating 
her dress as the game progresses

Paper Mario: The Thousand Year  
Door Remake
This GameCube remake takes the original fan fa-
vorite and makes everything awesome about the 
original even better. This is a little more advanced 
of an RPG than the Mario and Luigi series, but it 
is still friendly and accessible. The best parts of 
the game are the companions you meet along 

the way and how they 
interact with Mario and 
the world around them. 
The writing is witty and some 
of the scenarios are laugh-out-loud 
funny. (Just wait till you get to the wrestling 
sequence.)

Nintendo World Championship:  
NES Edition
Has mom or dad ever wanted to show their kids 
what games were like back in the day? This game 
takes 13 NES games and slices them up into chal-
lenges. Who can get a mushroom faster in Super 
Mario Bros.? Who can get the sword faster from 
the old man in The Legend of Zelda? This game 
has 148 more challenges just like the ones listed 
above that you can challenge your family to. 

Board Games

Dungeons and Dragons  
2024 Players Handbook
Dungeons and Dragons has released an update 
to the core rules for the first time since 2014. The 
new Players Handbook is a hearty book that is 
full of fantasy art and a ton of new rules to help 

enhance your D&D experience. If you and your 
family play D&D and have been on the fence, this 
is a great time to pick up the new book!

Games for the  Whole Family

13 Beavers
 • Age: 7+

 • Players: 2-6

Take a wild ride down the river and try to be the 
first to get your beaver to Paradise. In this push 
your luck game, players are trying to guess if the 
next number in the deck is higher or lower than 
the face-up card. Guess right and you move your 
beaver forward. Guess wrong and your beaver 
has to go back to their dam. Along your journey 
you will encounter fishing, wolves, lava, and rap-
ids. This hilarious game is great fun for all ages!

Continued

Continues
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Trio 
 • Age: 8+

 • Players: 3-6

Three is (unsurprisingly) the key number in Trio. 
Players are collecting three cards of the same 
number and trying to be the first person to col-
lect three sets of three.The other path to victory 
is to collect the set of sevens. This light card 
game relies a little bit on luck and a bit on 
memory, too. Players are trying to make 
a trio of the same number by revealing 
card(s) from the field or reveal the highest 
or lowest card from any player’s hand. Cards 
continue to be revealed until either a trio is 
made or a card not matching is revealed. There 
is also a spicy mode, for an additional challenge, 
and a team mode. 

Crossbows & Catapults
 • Age: 7+

 • Players: 2

For anyone with nostalgia, there is a remake 
of the 1983 game in partnership with Goliath 
and Restoration Games. There are two versions 
of the game available: the base game, Castle 
Battle, and the deluxe edition with more pieces 
and options, Fortress War. This dexterity game 
has you launching projectiles on your catapult 
to destroy your opponent’s castle and army. Can 
your army keep your castle safe? 

Gap
 • Age: 8+

 • Players: 2-6

A light, simple card game for families, Gap is 
a set-collection game with a twist. Players are 
trying to collect cards of the same color to make 
sets. However, the numbers on the card and their 
adjacent number impact the numbers you can 
take and place from the center field. Your score is 
based on the number of cards you have the most 
and least of within the same colors. Gameplay is 

very quick with most games taking about 10 min-
utes. The small box also makes this a great porta-
ble game or perfect to fit in a small container. 

Wrath of Fire Mountain 
 • Age: 8+

 • Players: 2-4

This prehistoric strategy game has players try-
ing to dominate the land, and bring dinosaurs 

Continued

Continues
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to their aid. On the players turn, they roll dice 
to determine what options they have. Based on 
the dice, pieces can be placed or moved. Players 
need to be on the lookout for tremors (where 
the tiles of the board shift) or eruptions. When an 
eruption occurs, that’s the end of an era and the 
region is scored, but that is not necessarily the 
end of the game. Rather, the game ends when a 
player reaches the points target. 

For the Experienced Gamer

Gnome Hollow 
 • Age: 12+

 • Players: 2-4

Join the world of Gnome Hollow and build your 
mushroom path to collect mushrooms. This 
game incorporates several mechanics including 
set collection, worker placement, and tile place-
ment. The artwork is stunning, and the base com-
ponents are very nice. Additionally, storage for 
all the pieces is well thought out with designated 
spaces inside the box. The player boards are even 
magnetic to make keeping track even easier. 
Plus, deluxe components can also be purchased 
to make the game even more special. There are 
multiple paths to victory, and players are trying 
to have the most points at the end of the game.

Horrified: World of 
Monsters
 • Age: 10+

 • Players: 1-5

The latest game in the Horrified game series, Hor-
rified: World of Monsters includes new gameplay 
with a multi-phase challenge. There is gameplay 
similar to the original Horrified game. The mon-
sters in this game each have their own challeng-
es to overcome. Players will battle the Sphinx, 
Yeti, Jiangshi, and Cthulhu. While this is a stand-
alone game, it is compatible with Horrified: Greek 
Monsters, which was released last year. There are 
directions to mix and match the monsters be-
tween the games. 

Mycelia
 • Age: 9+

 • Players: 1-4

Some games have a component that is unique 
and eye-catching; in Mycelia, that is the Shrine of 
Life with the dew drops. The art and components 
of the game are just beautiful, and look stunning 
set out on the table. Besides being beautiful, this 
deck builder adds in other components to make 
a captivating game. Plus, there is also a solo 
mode, which adds to the flexibility of playing the 

Continues

Continued
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game. The game board is also double sided to 
increase the variability.

Party Games

Block Party 
 • Age: 8+

 • Players: 2-6

Channel your creativity to build a picture with 
blocks that looks like the target object. Block 
Party has everyone at the table scrambling for 
cubes. One player is the guesser and the remain-
ing players select and build one of the items 
listed on their card for the round. To make it ever 
harder, there is a challenge each round to gain 
more points. The aesthetic of the game harkens 
to Minecraft with the cubes reminiscent of pixels. 
Block Party takes just minutes to learn and gets 
everyone laughing. Plus, you do not need a big 
group to play; there is a two-player mode.

That Escalated Quickly
 • Age: 10+

 • Players: 2-8

Take an absurd situation and answer the ques-
tion with an intensity level based on a secret 
predetermined number. This game encourages 
creative and ridiculous answers. The hilarity con-

tinues as the reader has to then put the answers 
in order based on how they interpret the inten-
sity. The goal is to put them in the correct order, 
which is much harder than it seems. 

Dadada
 • Age: 8+

 • Players: 2+

Creating a new language was never so fun. In Da-
dada, players are assigning single-syllable cards 
to image cards to try and communicate with oth-
er players. This one-of-a-kind game works with a 
small or large group. You will never look at lan-
guage and names of objects the same way again.

For the Younger Games

The Dog Ate My Homework  
University Games
 • Age: 5+

 • Players: 2-4

This silly game has you feeding a “homework” 
sheet to the dog. Next, you turn the crank (the 
dog ear) and the paper is shredded into seven 
pieces, mixed up, and comes out the back end of 
the dog. The players have to race to assemble the 
picture in 30 seconds and guess the picture.

Continued

Continues
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Narwhal Waterfall
 • Age: 6+

 • Players: 2-5

Can you get all six narwhals across the 
river and avoid the waterfall? In this 
unique cooperative game, players have to 
navigate obstacles in the river plus a mov-
ing board that pushes the narwhals toward 
the waterfall. There is a crank and moving 
board that hangs over the edge of the table 
so the narwhals will fall if they get too close 
to the edge. 

Dodo
 • Age: 6+

 • Players: 2-4

Save the egg! The dodo has a precious egg 
that it accidentally knocked out of the nest. 
Players work together to build bridges to safely 
get the egg to the boat at the bottom of the 
mountain. This game has been around for a few 
years in Europe and is now available in the Unit-
ed States. It has been recognized as a 2024 Toy 
Insider Top Holiday Toy and a 2024 TTPM (Toys, 
Tots, Pets and more) Best Artisan Toy. 

You can listen to EFG chat about the latest in games 
from wherever you are? We publish regular pod-
casts about video games, board games, and all 
sorts of family entertainment!

Check out Facebook.com/EngagedFamilyGaming 
to hear the latest!

Have you heard...
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The Legend of Zelda franchise has been 
around since 1986 and people have been 
calling the main character Zelda this 
whole time. Thankfully, Nintendo finally 
released a game where that is accurate!

Echoes of Wisdom is the first game in 
the franchise that features Zelda on her 
quest to save Hyrule and every part of 
the game takes that into account. You 
aren’t playing a silent protagonist any-
more. Instead you are the literal Prin-
cess of Hyrule and everyone knows it. 
This makes things like side quests carry 
so much more weight because people 
have legitimate expectations.

The biggest difference, however, is combat. 
Instead of fighting with a sword and shield, Zelda 
primarily uses her wisdom and summons magi-
cal “Echoes” of monsters to fight her enemies and 
only transforms into a sword fighter for a limited 
time. This indirect style of combat takes some 
adjustments because it turns combat into more 
of a puzzle. 

This made it a challenge for me to learn. I’m so 
used to my Zelda games being built around 
sword play that it was hard to adjust. Each of the 
echoes has their own strengths, weaknesses, and 
attack patterns so you need to think about which 
monsters to summon in each situation. But, I 
eventually settled on a handful of favorites and 
was able to progress with minimal frustrations. 
This will definitely be a source of frustration for 
gamers who struggle with patience as you do 
often have to wait for your summons to do their 
work and finish off the enemies on the screen. 

Echoes change more than just combat though. 
Zelda learns to summon all sorts of non-combat 
echoes for things like beds, pots, and even a 

cube of water. You can use these to help explore 
the map in ways that feel like you shouldn’t. 
Every time I felt like I found a true boundary that 
would keep me in a lane, I would very quickly 
stumble upon a new echo that would give me a 
whole new way to think about traversal. I felt like 
I could go anywhere and do almost anything if I 
thought for a few minutes by the time I finished 
the game. 

I was very concerned when Echoes was an-
nounced that it was going to be a second-rate 
spinoff. I was worried that it wouldnt give Zelda 
the respect she was due, but I was very pleased 
to find that my concerns were unwarranted. 
Echoes of Wisdom has all the polish and charm of 
Breath of the Wild and Tears of the Kingdom but 
moved into a toylike, 2D aesthetic. In fact, I reg-
ularly found my mind wandering and thinking 
about how the gameplay experience in Echoes 
might find its way into the next 3D Zelda game. 

This is an adorable and accessible game that will 
be a wonderful introduction to the franchise for 
your family. 

Video Game Highlight:

The Legend of Zelda:  
Echoes of Wisdom
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Set in the not so distant future, in the 
year 2055, a group of entrepreneurs 
work to create an advanced city able 
to sustain itself and keep the balance 
harmonious between the three regions. 
Players use four elements produced in 
different factories to complete projects. 
Balance between the regions is the key in 
placement to optimize points to win the game. 

Game at a Glance
 • Element Tokens: (25 each: Sustainable Energy, 
Bio Farming, Technology, Community)

 • Character Cards

 • Project Cards

 • First Player Card

 • Score Pad

 • Bonus Tokens

 • Action Markers

 • Scoring Markers

 • Production Tiles

 • Game Board

Game Play
Neotopia plays over multiple rounds, however 
the number of rounds is not fixed. Rather, it is de-
termined by the Production Tiles. More Produc-
tion Tiles are placed during set up as the player 
count increases. Once the last Production Tile is 
used, the end of game is triggered. 

On their turn a player must perform three actions. 
There are only two types of actions that players 
can choose from, and they may complete the 
same action more than one time.  The actions are:

1. Draw one card either from the top of the 
deck or the Offer (which is the field of cards).

2. Move one available element from a Factory 
to an adjacent Region.

Scoring
Players score three ways in Neotopia. First, when 
a player fulfills one of their project cards, they 
immediately gain the points on the card on the 
score tracker for the region where the project 
was completed.

The other two ways to score occur at the end of 
the game. Each player gains one point for each 
Element Token of the color that matches their 
character in the largest cluster in each region. 
Clusters are tiles adjacent to each other. Players 
record the points from these clusters on the scor-
ing track in that region. Scores are recorded on a 
scoring pad.

As you play it is important to spread your re-
sources around to the three regions and not 
focus on just one region. In the first box on the 
scoring pad, you add the points of the region 
where you have the highest score. The second 
box is for the points in your second highest scor-
ing region. The third box is for the region with 
the lowest points and will score triple. 

Finally, you get three points for any unused bo-
nus tokens. The player with the most points wins.

Continues

Board Game Highlight:

Neotopia
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Family Game Assessment
Neotopia is an engaging tile-lay-
ing game. It was a hit with our 
gaming group from the first round 
of play. While at its core Neotopia is 
a tile-laying game, there are oth-
er components to the game play. 
Players also need to manage pat-
tern making and hand management 
which makes it a more dynamic game, 
and adds layers of interesting chal-
lenges for the players to overcome. 

During our first play of Neotopia, our 
group were all experienced gamers, so 
the mechanics were familiar from our previ-
ous gaming experience. Due to the multiple 
mechanics incorporated into Neotopia, 
having experience in each of the mechanics 
previously is helpful. While not a gateway 
game (a game well suited to a beginning gamer 
or a player new to the mechanic), Neotopia is a 
perfect next step for gamers ready for a slightly 
more challenging game.

What really stood out with the game was how 
easily the game flowed through the rounds and 
challenged our planning and strategizing. Espe-
cially early in the game, there are more options 
on tile placement and, as expected, the choices 
become more and more limited as the game 
progresses. By the last few rounds we had to re-
ally think and strategize on how to navigate the 
dwindling choices we had. 

Final Thoughts
Neotopia is a light game, and great for players 
and families who are looking for something just 
a little more challenging than a gateway-level 
game. The artwork is beautiful and has the aes-
thetic of a much more complex game. Neotopia 
is a great addition to a family board game col-
lection. It is a solid game, engaging to play, and 
lovely on the table. 

Continued

Have you joined our  
Facebook Group yet?  
Be a part of the conversation  
at Facebook.com/groups/ 
engagedfamilygamingcommunity

https://www.facebook.com/groups/engagedfamilygamingcommunity
https://www.facebook.com/groups/engagedfamilygamingcommunity
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Video Games We're Playing
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Dungeons  
of Hinterberg 
I really enjoyed all the 
puzzles of the dun-
geons but felt that 
the combat got stale. 
I also wish that there 
were more enemy 
varieties and they all 
didn’t look similar. 
The socialization with 
characters was a fun 
way to earn perks to 
help you in the dun-
geons and combat.

Fields of Mistria 
Here is the pitch: Fields of 
Mystra is a farming sim like 
Stardew Valley, but with 
magical girls, magic spells, 
pastel colors, and a jump button. This is an early access 
game on Steam, but it is already very well made so far. 
This is a great game to keep on your radar and add to 
your Steam wishlist as it gets closer to release. I know 
we can’t wait to play the final version at our house!

World of Warcraft: The War Within 
The 10th expansion for World of Warcraft 

is live and I’ve been loving it. Blizzard 
implemented to all sorts of great qual-
ity of life changes to make playing the 
game more rewarding and fun. I also 
have the pleasure of using WoW to 
keep in touch with my college aged son 
who still plays in his dorm.

Super Mario Party Jamboree 
This is the best Mario Party since the 
Nintendo 64 days. Each of the 5 new 
boards are amazing and the two retro 
boards are great as well. With 110 differ-
ent mini games, you will not get bored 
with this game!

The Plucky Squire 
The Plucky Squire 
has you manipulate a 
book to solve puzzles 
both in the book and 
outside of it in the real 
world. The many dif-
ferent playstyles is its 
main downfall. It tries 
to add so much into the game that 
it doesn’t do any of them great, 
but what it does do is fun.

Astro Bot 
This game is amazing. I loved all the PlayStation 
nostalgia. This game could rival Nintendo in its 
creativity and how clean the platforming is. I defi-
nitely enjoyed this from beginning to end.

Smurfs Dreams 
Is Smurfs Dreams a better platformer than 
Super Mario Bros? No. Definitely not. But, 
it is far better than it has any right to be. 
The levels are imaginative. The controls 
are responsive. And there are even a lot of 
options for skilled play. I definitely recom-
mend this one for families looking for plat-
formers. My only real concern with this game is that I don’t know too many 
kids who would be interested in playing it. Smurfs isnt a very powerful brand 
right now. But, if your kids are interested? Buy with confidence.
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Board Games We're Playing
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Let’s Go to Japan
Have you ever wanted to plan a trip to Japan? Let’s 
Go to Japan allows you to create your own trip itiner-
ary and try to score more points than your opponent. 
While planning your trip, each card also gives you a lit-
tle bit of information about Japanese culture and the 
history of the places you are planning to visit. At the 
end of the game, you get to describe your trip to your 
opponents which can be hilarious if you are not pay-
ing attention to where you place your cards.

Scout
This is a small box 
game with an amazing 
amount of gameplay 
inside. You take on the 
role of the leader of a 
circus trying to scout 
the best acts from other circuses to cre-
ate a show that will  beat all their rivals. 
The challenge is that you can’t reorder 
the cards in your hand while you are 
making sets. (It is worth mentioning 
that Scout was nominated for the Spiel 
Des Jahres award in 2022.) 

Trash  
Pandas
This is a 
cute and sil-
ly game for 

the whole family. Tip over 
trash cans to collect food 
as a Trash Panda (Racoon). 
Players push their luck to 
gather as many different 
tokens as they can before 
they bust. The goal is to 
gather cards and stash 
them to score points at 
the end.

Wordle
The wildly popular online word game can now be played 
together around the table. One player chooses a five letter 
word, and the other players try to guess the word in the few-
est number of turns. There are even tiles and white board to 
indicate letter placement (just like the web game). There are 
also rules for three additional modes of play: fast mode (be 
the first to solve the word), timed mode (beat the clock), and 
team mode.

Blank Slate
Can you think like 
your friends, but just 
a little? In Blank Slate 
players are complet-

ing a phrase on a white board in secret. 
The goal is to only match with one 
other player to get the most points 
per round. This is quick, light,silly, and 
great for a crowd.

Noctiluca
In this beautiful game, players collect bioluminescent noctiluca into 
jars. (Noctiluca are a marine microorganism which look like jellyfish 
but are a type of plankton.) Players collect sets of gorgeous, translu-
cent, multicolor dice to earn points. There are lots of decisions to make 
on every turn (so long as you can take your eyes off the colorful pat-
terns of dice). There is even a solo variant as well!

Penny Black
Create an impressive stamp col-
lection in this beautiful tile laying 
game. You choose stamps and place 
them in your stamp book over a ten 
round game. Each player has their 
own criteria they need to use when 
determining how to place their tiles. 
Can you collect the coveted Penny 
Black Stamp? 

A Gentle Rain
This is a delight-
ful solo tile lay-
ing game that 
involves playing 
a series of lily 
pads on to the 

play area to earn points. 
It is challenging, but very 
peaceful. The 3d tiles are 
also gorgeous. This is a 
great game for folks that 
are looking for a puzzle like 
experiences.
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A New Switch is On the Way

The holiday season is coming up fast and a lot of 
parents are thinking about whether to get their 
families a new game console as a gift. 

One question we’ve been getting a lot this year 
is whether or not now is a good time to buy a 
Nintendo Switch.  Most years we would say “Yes” 
without hesitation. But, this year is a bit more 
complex. 

Nintendo has revealed that the successor to the 
wildly popular Nintendo Switch is coming soon. 
But (as of the time of this writing) they have not 
given us any details. We technically don’t know 
that it will function like the Switch does.

We still think that the Nintendo Switch is a great 
option for people looking for a good console 
that features family friendly games. But we 
think everyone who does buy one this year 
should do so with some knowledge and 
context under their belt. 

1. The Switch Successor (whatever it is 
called) is definitely going to come out 
before next Christmas. This does mean that 
if you get a Switch this year, then your kids 
may be asking for a new console next year. 
But that’s not a deal breaker for everyone. 

2. Since we don’t have 
any details about the new con-
sole…. we don't have enough information 
to confidently tell people how the new console 
will handle current Switch games. Backwards 
compatibility is a hot button issue for a lot of 
games, but I know it is of particular importance 
to value-minded parents. 

The Nintendo Switch is still great, but this is a 
complicated year for console recommendations. 
The most definitive suggestion we can give is 
“Buyer Beware.” 

There's a rating system for video games? The ESRB rating 
system is designed to inform you about the content and 
age-appropriateness of video games. Engaged Family 
Gaming has broken it all down so you know the difference 
between an E and an AO rating, and everything in be-
tween. Click here for more!

Did you know...
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https://engagedfamilygaming.com/parent-resources/the-esrb-rating-system-what-parents-need-to-know/
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Would You Look  
at These Fortnite LEGO Sets!

The Battle Bus
The Battle Bus is iconic and this set includes the 
bus, but also minifigures featuring several fan 
favorite skins from across Fortnite’s history.

The Durr Burger
This set includes the Durr Burger, which is an 
fun joke from Fortnite, its only 15 dollars so its a 
good cheap gift for a Fortnite fan. 

You can listen to EFG chat about the latest in games 
from wherever you are? We publish regular pod-
casts about video games, board games, and all 
sorts of family entertainment!

Check out Facebook.com/EngagedFamilyGaming 
to hear the latest!

Have you heard...
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https://www.lego.com/en-us/product/battle-bus-77073
https://www.lego.com/en-us/product/durrr-burger-77070
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THANK YOU!

Thank you for reading this issue of Engaged Family Gaming - The Magazine. We strive to bring you the 
latest, most up-to-date gaming info and we appreciate you spending your time with us. 

Happy Holidays, from the whole EFG Team!


